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carry it into effect. There were also persistent rumours of an impending attack on the endowments of the universities, and a large party in the House were opposed to any established Church, or any ministry not dependent on voluntary support. Outside Parliament, the Fifth Monarchy preachers denounced the parochial clergy as " hirelings" and " priests of Baal/' Their sermons described the Church as an " outwork of Babylon,'* and a part of the " Kingdom of the Beast." The great design of Christ, they said, was to destroy all anti-Christian forms and churches and clergy all over the world. Their hymns summoned the faithful to follow the Lord to war.
" The Lord begins to honour us, The Saints are marching on, The sword is sharp, the arrows swift
To destroy Babylon/'
In private, the Fifth Monarchy men were caballing to make Harrison Lord General instead of Cromwell.
Cromwell was dissatisfied and alarmed at the conduct of the Little Parliament and its consequences. Instead of promoting the Gospel, they had threatened to deprive its ministers of the means of subsistence. Instead of allaying sectarian strife their policy had embittered it. His own persistent attempts to reconcile religious animosities met with little success. Vainly he arranged conferences between Presbyterian, Independent, and Baptist ministers to persuade them to live harmoniously together. As he complained to his son-in-law, Fleetwood: " Fain would